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Assoclated Press

LONDON — Mikhail S, Gorbachev will
take his place in history as one of the great
figures of this century, world leaders said
as the Soviet president relinquished leader-
ship of a nation that no longer exists.

“It is given ta very few people to change
the course of history,” British Prime Minis-
ter John Major said. “‘But th
bachev has done. Whatever
his place in history is secure

Major said the former ¢
“now a country ... well on
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Day four days after 11 of the 12 former Sovi-
et republics formed a new commonwealth,
essentially replacing the Soviet Union.

The red flag bearing the gold hammer-
and-sickle emblem that fluttered over the
Kremlin came down, underscoring the
death of the Soviet Union, a nation founded
in revolution 74 years ago. Russia’s red-
white-and-blue flag was raised in its place.

Ehe New York Times ==

Thatcher, one of Gorbachev’s most ardent
Western admirers.

‘“He restored liberty to all the East Eu-
ropean countries. ... He brought it for the
first time to the peoples of the Soviet Union,
... That is a tremendous achievement ... and
he did it all without a shot being fired.”

Former President Reagan called Gorba-
chev courageous an and said he “will live for-
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Farewell, Mikhail Gorbachev

years of oppression.

“‘Without Mikhail Gorbachev, the over-
coming of the East-West conflict and the
unprecedented success in the last years of
disarmament and arms control would not
have been possible,” Kohl said. He said the
German people were grateful for Gorba-
chev’s role in the unification of their long-
divided country.

‘‘His place in the history of our century
wﬂfi not be challenged by anyone,” Kohl
sail

French President Francois Mitterrand
declared: “I salute him as one of the most
remarkable men in Lhe history of ths cen-

. JFK: The Movie and the Evidence
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GORBACHEYV, LAST SOVIET LEADER, RESIGNS;
U.S. RECOGNIZES REPUBLICS’ MEPENBENCE
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